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later the cure was complete. The third patient is still under treatment, 
but the ray does not seem to be in this instance superior to the forceps 
for purposes of epilation. The author considers that as he has employed 
them, the rays do not act as a parasiticide but only as a depilatory agent, 
thus making it possible to thoroughly clean the site of the lesion. There 
!s difficulty in regulating the strength of the ray, so that it shall exert 
this depilatory action and yet not produce a dermatitis and complete 
alopecia, consequently he employs rays of slight penetration and of an 
amount corresponding to 5 units H .—Marseille midicale , 1905, No. 6, 
p. 173. 


The Treatment of Gastric and Intestinal Hemorrhage.— Dr. Capitan 
considers calcium chloride the most useful drug in these conditions. In 
typhoid hemorrhage the baths are to be stopped, the patient is kept as 
quiet as possible; milk is replaced for three aays by a fixed quantity of 
™ter. Two intestinal irrigations per day of a quart of water each at 
118 , to which a drachm of calcium chloride has been added, are given. 
At the same time the patient is given 30 grains of this substance in 
aqueous solution by mouth. The irrigation must be given gently, 
slowly, and under low pressure. Four or five small doses of opium by 
mouth complete the treatment. Gastric hemorrhage is to be managed 
m practically the same manner. The intestinal irrigations may be sup¬ 
plemented by injections of serum and other means calculated to sustain 
the patient should be employed. The irrigations relieve the intestine of 
the extravasated blood, and, given at a temperature of 118°, they have 
both a constricting effect upon the bloodvessels and act as a nerve seda¬ 
tive. The calcium chloride increases the coagulability of the blood and 
enhances the haemostatic effect of the hot water. This agent is not 
toxin, is not disturbing to the stomach, and is readily absorbed. Its 
action takes place in about fifteen minutes, but taken in larger doses 
than those above mentioned, it loses its power of increasing blood 
coagulability .—La mtdecinc modeme, 1905, No. 10, p. 76. 


. Bechlondation in Epilepsy .—Dr. Arthur Morton reports encourag¬ 
ing results from the substitution of sodium bromide for sodium chloride 
in the food of epileptics. The sodium chloride was not wholly excluded 
from the diet, but enough of the bromide was added to the food so that 
each patient took about 15 grains per day. It is claimed that this salt is 
rapidly absorbed and becomes part of the body tissue when given in this 
manner and that only about naif the usual quantity is necessary to 
produce the sedative effect. The author concludes that this method 
controls the convulsions and has little if any affect upon the nutrition. 
It is apt to cause constipation and does not furnish enough salt to satisfy 
the patient. It may be advantageously employed in intelligent patients, 
but is useless in middle-grade epileptics, as they have neither the desire 
nor the will to cany it out. ^ A modified salt-poor diet, in which about 
equal parts of sodium chloride^ and bromide are used in the food, may 
be employed with advantage with idiotic and demented patients if their 
diet can be absolutely controlled. Bromism is comparatively rare.— 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 1905, No. 24, p. 698. 

♦k^ n k S * Te * > ^ 0C ^ ccas ^ erum *** Scarlatina.— Dr. L. Mendelsohn findrf 
that the serum is veiy prone to produce eruptions in scarlet fever patients 
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and with the exanthem at times a slight degree of albuminuria appears. 
The injections are contraindicated when heart lesions are present. To 
produce its best effects, the serum should be given during tiie first week 
of the disease, and even then its influence upon the temperature and the 
eruption is slight. It does, however, favorably affect the angina, and 
severe throat complications are rare under its use; glandular enlarge¬ 
ments seem to be less freauent in injected cases. The author gives me 
impression that he considers the employment of the serum of rather 
doubtful value .—Deutsche medizinische XVochenschrift, 1905, No. 12, 
p. 461. 


The Treatment of Scarlatina.— Dr. E. Ausset discusses the treatment 
of scarlatina under three headings: (1) To combat the pyresis and sus¬ 
tain the organism. The temperature should be controlled by baths, 
beginning at 82°, and, if necessary, lowered to 68°. So low a temper¬ 
ature as the latter should never be employed unless a good reaction is 
obtained. The bath acts as a heart sedative and a nerve tonic as well as 
an antipyretic, and it is ill-advised to attempt great reduction of tem¬ 
perature by this means. Antipyretic drugs, save possibly cryogenine, 
should not be given. To sustain the system tonics, such os ammonium 
acetate, kola, or canella, are indicated. (2) To eliminate the toxins. 
Fluid diet and the baths assist diuresis, and this should be further aug¬ 
mented by the ingestion of plenty of fluid. Theobromine, 30 grains per 
day, is an excellent drug in this connection. Intestinal irrigations of 
saline solution, in the author’s opinion, may produce albuminuria and 
oedema. The bowels should be kept freely open. The heart action 
should be watched, and if a tonic is necessary, sparteine sulphate, 0.15 
to 0.3 grain, may be given hypodermically. Digitalis is toxic and 
caffeine excitant in children. (3) To stimulate the nervous system: 
alcohol in the form of champagne may be given in small doses and hypo¬ 
dermatic injections of camphor in oil may be employed. Heart failure 
is to be treated by baths at 90° to 95° and oxygen inhalations .—Annales 
de la policlinique de Paris, 1905, No. 4, p. 80. 

Viferral, a New Hypnotic.— Drs. K. Witthader and S. Gaertner 
report this combination of anhydrous chloral and pyridine. It is a 
white powder, slowly soluble in cold water, easily soluble in hot. It 
has a bitter taste, and is less toxic than chloral hydrate, does not dis¬ 
turb the digestion, nor depress the heart. In ordinary dose (15 grains), 
it causes a sound, restful sleep, usually without unpleasant after-effects. 
Rarely there may be slight headache. If given for considerable periods, 
a tolerance may become established .—Thirapeutische Monatshefte, 
1905, No. 3, p. 143. 


Electric and Hydro therapeutic Treatment in Heart Affections.— Dr. 
G. Zimmermann finds that electric baths with the alternating or sinus¬ 
oidal current may be employed advantageously in cardiac affections; 
the palpitation and dyspncea are relieved, the appetite is increased, and 
the patient’s sleep better; the pulse becomes slower, the oedema less, 
and the blood pressure higher. In cardiac hypertrophy, however, baths 
\rith the alternating current are contraindicated; here the iodides or the 
nitrites should be given to lessen the peripheral resistance. Baths with 
the alternating current act well in dilatation resulting from an atonic 



